Organocatalytic asymmetric synthesis of propargylamines with two adjacent stereocenters: mannich-type reactions of in situ generated C-alkynyl imines with β-keto esters.
Side by side: The title reaction is catalyzed by the chiral Brønsted acid (S)-1, and affords hitherto less accessible chiral propargylamines, having two adjacent stereocenters, in good to excellent diastereo- and enantioselectivities. Boc=tert-butoxycarbonyl.